
A generation of the “Wii”

Video games are becoming more and more popular.  What is 
interesting about this pop-culture phenomenon is that it is 
beginning to show up in our physical therapy journals and 
research.  The first published studies show the physical 
therapy benefit from using these gaming systems such as the 
Wii.  This technology is being used in classrooms as part of 
physical education programs, special education programs, 
hospital rehabilitation centers as well as nursing homes.   
Research is showing that off-the shelf gaming systems can 
result in improvements in visual-perceptual processing, 
postural control and functional mobility.

Because of the Wii’s growing popularity both in the home and 
in the hospital, “Wiiitis” is also growing in popularity.  We are 
seeing an increase in number of patients over the past year 
with Wii injuries.  Sprains, strains and repetitive traumas 
(tendonitis) are the most common video game injuries.  The 
distribution of the forces generated by the movement of 
your body are different between playing the Wii game and 
participating in the actual activity.  If a patient develops 
“Wiiitis” he or she should rest from playing any activities that 
causes an increase in pain in order to not further irritate the 
involved structures.   Treatment depends on the body part 
involved, but as with any other injury you should seek 
appropriate medical help if symptoms persist.  

Here are a few tips to help prevent Wii injuries:

1.  Warm up muscles and perform stretches just as you
    would before playing an outdoor sport.
2.  Ramp up slowly if you are not used to so much activities.
    Don’t swing or bowl with all your might the first few
    times.  Ease into the activity.
3.  Be aware of performing a certain motion for a long period
    of time.  Switch arms periodically or switch activity.  Cross
    training is the best even with regards to ‘Wii” activities.
4.  Take a moment to stretch after every 10-15 minutes of
    activity.
5.  Stop playing if muscles become sore or tired.  (Use cold 
     packs if need be).
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