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A GOOD MYSTERY

A MYSTERY-LOVER TAKES HIS PLACE IN THE THEATER
FOR OPENING NIGHT, BUT HIS SEAT IS WAY BACK IN THE
THEATER, FAR FROM THE STAGE. THE MAN CALLS AN
USHER OVER AND WHISPERS, ‘I JUST LOVE A GOOD
MYSTERY, AND I HAVE BEEN ANXIOUSLY ANTICIPATING
THE OPENING OF THIS PLAY. HOWEVER, IN ORDER TO
CAREFULLY FOLLOW THE CLUES AND FULLY ENJOY THE
PLAY, I HAVE TO WATCH A MYSTERY CLOSE UP. LOOK
HOW FAR AWAY I AM! IF YOU CAN GET ME A BETTER
SEAT, I'LL GIVE YOU A HANDSOME TIP.”

THE USHER NODS AND SAYS HE WILL BE BACK SHORTLY.
LOOKING FORWARD TO A LARGE TIP, THE USHER SPEAKS
WITH HIS CO-WORKERS IN THE BOX OFFICE, HOPING TO
FIND SOME CLOSER TICKETS. WITH JUST THREE
MINUTES LEFT UNTIL CURTAIN, HE FINDS AN UNUSED
TICKET AT THE WILL CALL WINDOW AND SNATCHES IT UP.
RETURNING TO THE MAN IN THE BACK OF THE THEATER,
HE WHISPERS, ""FOLLOW ME.” THE USHER LEADS THE
MAN DOWN TO THE SECOND ROW, AND PROUDLY
POINTS OUT THE EMPTY SEAT RIGHT IN THE MIDDLE.

""THANKS SO MUCH,”” SAYS THE THEATERGOER, "'THIS
SEAT IS PERFECT.”” HE THEN HANDS THE USHER A
QUARTER.

THE USHER LOOKS DOWN AT THE QUARTER, LEANS OVER

WITH THE CANDLESTICK."”"
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AND WHISPERS, “THE BUTLER DID IT IN THE PARLOR
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