WHEENK! LA-HA-HA-AUGHS

20 THINGS A BLUIRGLAR WON'T TELL Yol

THIS ARTICLE WAS ORIGINALLY PUBLISHED ON SAN CLEMENTE PATCH.

TO DETER THIEVES FROM SETTING FOOT IN YOLR HOME, TAKE NOTE OF THE FOLLOWING
TIPS TO BETTER PROTECT YOLIRSELF.

1. OF COLIRSE I LOOK FAMILIAR—I WAS HERE JLST LAST WEEK CLEANING YOLIR CARPETS.

2. HEY, THANKS FOR LETTING ME LISE THE BATHROOM WHEN I WAS WORKING IN YOLIR
YARD. WHILE I WAS IN THERE, I LINLATCHED THE BACK WINDOW TO MAKE MY RETLIRN A
LITTLE EASIER.

3. THOSE YARD TOYS YOLIR KIDS LEAVE OUT ALWAYS MAKE ME WONDER WHAT TYPE OF
GAMING SYSTEM THEY HAVE.

4. YES, I REALLY DO LOOK FOR NEWSPAPERS PILED LIP ON THE DRIVEWAY. AND I MIGHT
ﬁ%’g VAE //’;_ZZA FLYER ON YOLIR FRONT DOOR TO SEE HOW LONG IT TAKES YOL TO

5. IF DECORATIVE GLASS IS PART OF YOLIR FRONT ENTRANCE, DON'T LET YOLIR ALARM
COMPANY INSTALL THE CONTROL PAD WHERE I CAN SEE IF IT'S SET. THAT MAKES IT TOO
EASY.

6. A BOOD SECURITY COMPANY ALARMS THE WINDOW OVER THE SINK, AS WELL AS
SECOND FLOOR WINDOWS.

7. IT'S RAINING, YOLI'RE FLUIMBLING WITH YOLIR LIMBRELLA AND YOLI FORGET TO LOCK
YOLIR DOOR. UNDERSTANDABLE. BUT UNDPERSTAND THIS: I DON’T TAKE A DAY OFF
BECALISE OF BAD WEATHER.

8. I ALWAYS KNOCK FIRST. IF YOU ANSWER, I'LL ASK FOR DIRECTIONS SOMEWHERE OR
OFFER TO CLEAN YOLIR GLUTTERS.

9. DO YOU REALLY THINK I WON'T LOOK IN YOLIR SOCK DRAWER? I ALWAYS CHECK
DRESSER DRAWERS, THE BEDSIDE TABLE AND THE MEDICINE CABINET.

10. HERE'S A HELPFLIL HINT: I ALMOST NEVER GO INTO KIPDS’ ROOMS.

11. YOLI'RE RIGHT: I WON'T HAVE ENOLIGH TIME TO BREAK INTO THAT SAFE WHERE YOLU
KEEP YOLR VALUABLES. BUT IF IT’'S NOT BOLTED DOWN, I'LL TAKE IT WITH ME.

12. A LOLD TELEVISION OR RADIO CAN BE A BETTER DETERRENT THAN THE BEST ALARM
SYSTEM. LEAVE IT ON.
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13. SOMETIMES, I CARRY A CLIPBOARD. SOMETIMES, I DRESS LIKE A LAWN GUY AND
CARRY A RAKE. I DO MY BEST TO NEVER, EVER LOOK LIKE A CROOK.

14. THE TWO THINGS I HATE MOST: LOLID DOGS AND NOSY NEI/GHBORS.

15. I'LL BREAK A WINDOW TO GET IN, EVEN IF IT MAKES A LITTLE NOISE. IF YOLIR
NEIGHBOR HEARS ONE LOLID SOLIND, HE'LL STOP WHAT HE’S DOING AND WAIT TO HEAR
IT AGAIN. IF HE DOESN’T HEAR IT AGAIN, HE'LL GO BACK TO WHAT HE WAS DOING. CALL
THE POLICE WHEN YOU THINK YOLI HEARD A WINDOW BREAK.

16. I'M NOT COMPLAINING, BUT WHY WOLILD YOL PAY ALL THAT MONEY FOR A FANCY
ALARM SYSTEM AND LEAVE YOLIR HOLISE WITHOLUT SETTING IT?

17. I LOVE PEEKING INTO WINDOWS, LOOKING FOR SIGNS THAT YOLI'RE HOME AND FOR
FLAT SCREEN TVS OR GAMING SYSTEMS. I CALL THIS "WINDOW SHOPPING FOR LATER,"
WHEN I PICK MY TARGETS.

18. AVOID ANNOLINCING YOLIR VACATION ON YOLIR FACEBOOK PAGE. IT'S EASIER THAN
YOL THINK TO LOOK P YOLIR ADDRESS.

19. TO YOU, LEAVING THAT WINDOW OPEN JUST A CRACK DLIRING THE DAY IS A WAY TO
LET IN A LITTLE FRESH AIR. TO ME, IT'S AN INVITATION.

20. IF YOU DON’'T ANSWER WHEN I KNOCK, I TRY THE DOOR. OCCASIONALLY, I HIT THE
JACKPOT AND WALK RIGHT IN.
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